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Ould OWE 


BACK" BLACK 


After revealing his identity to the world during the CIVIL WAR, Peter Parker finds 
himself and his family targets of the world's most dangerous criminals. 


With his Aunt May downed by a sniper's bullet and barely hanging onto life, Peter 
has donned his old black costume as a dark warning to the world that he's no 
longer the man he used to he. 


PRE Peat IN 


While on a date with Daily Bugle reporter Betty Brant, Flash Thompson 
was being mysteriously stalked by Midtown High's school nurse, the 
mysteriously named Miss Arrow. 


For months the questions around Miss Arrow have 
grown: From her contact with Spidey’s old villain 
Mysterio (and a mention of her “superiors”) to odd- 
looking stingers growing straight from her wrist. 


Now in the darkest moment of Peter Parker’s life, 
the malevolent Miss Arrow may be about to drag him 
further down. 


Oh, one more thing ...Kelly Kulick is a real-life 
former member of the Team USA bowling team and 
the first woman in history to earn a Professional 
Bowlers Association tour exemption. She’s also a 
close friend of Flash Thompson’s...and may end up 
being the last person to see him alive. 


To find Marvel Comics at a local comic shop, call 1-888-COMICBOOK. 


© 2012 Marvel Characters, Inc. All rights reserved. All characters featured in this issue and the distinctive names and likenesses thereof, and all related indicia 
are trademarks of Marvel Characters, Inc. No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and/or institutions in this magazine with those of any 
living or dead person or institution is intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental. 
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TO BE CONTINUED! 


AUBREY SITTERSON 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 
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Allright, Spidey-troops, we’re back 
once again with another installment of 
FNSMail and a LOT of reaction to the 
beginning of our part of the BACK IN 
BLACK Saga. So, let’s stop yapping 
and get to your letters. 


Dear Steve and Aubrey, 

FNSM #17 was my first issue of 
your fine book. Sorry I'm late! Sandman 
is my favorite Spidey villain. Seems like 
nothing can stop ‘im. However, it was 
indeed Spidey being "Back in Black" that 
lured me in. | think the way the black 
costume appeared on the title page is 
the finest | have ever seen it. Good to 
see that Spidey hasn't lost his sense 
of humor, either. Keep it up, folks, keep 
it up. 


Lloyd A. Grant 
Saginaw, Michigan 


Thanks, Lloyd. We forgive you for 
not jumping on until now. And don’t 
worry, we were saving the best stuff 
until you came aboard. It’s the Year of 
the Spider and | think you’re going to 
like it here. 


Dear FNSM Crew, 

| love the book. | started with 
“Amazing” and then stopped because 
| wasn’t digging it (Sorry, guys). Then 
| read “Ultimate” and stopped because 
| was strapped for cash. But I’ve been 
with FNSM since #1 and it’s still keeping 
strong. 

To me, it has it all. Peter David (one 
of my fave writers), funny and cool 
stories, and you even brought back and 
made really cool my favorite Spidey 
villain... Mysterio! Plus #15 Colbert 
cameo, funny. 

One question though, that | always 
thought very puzzling about the Spidey 
universe, how come Spidey doesn’t have 
any consistently strong, cool, female 
adversaries? Black Cat and Silver Sable 
became good guys, Stunner and Doc 
Ock #2 lost their mojo. | mean, come 
on, if you can make Vulture cool and 
threatening, |’m sure this could be cake. 
lf ’'m wrong, please prove me wrong. 
Either way, love the book, the art, the 
hero, and the company. 


Willie 
Willie, you make a good point about 


female villains and we’re looking into 
adding more in to Spidey’s Universe 


STEPHEN WACKER 
EDITOR 


FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD SPIDER-MAN 


c/o MARVEL COMICS 
417 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016 
IFYOU DON'T WANT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS PRINTED PLEASE 
LET US KNOW. LETTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR CONTENT AND LENGTH. 


over the next year or so (Hey, | just 


thought of another ...Madame Web!). 

Also, keep a look out for the FREE 
COMIC BOOK DAY issue of Spider-Man 
by Dan Slott and Phil Jimenez which 
features a new female character that 
may haunt Spidey in the months to 
come. 


Dear FNSM, 

| have been very pleased with the 
last few story arcs. | have a question, 
though. | think | know the roles of the 
writer, penciler, and the colorist, but 
what makes the inker different from the 
penciler? 

Another question--is there a chance 
of seeing the Iron Spidey costume in the 
future? And thanks for bringing back the 
Black costume. 


Kenyatta Poe 
via marvel.com 


Kenyatta, | went right to the source 
on this one, current FNSM inker Robert 
Campanella, who’ll help explain what 
he does. Take it away, Robert! 


The difference between the inker 
and the penciler is simply this: The 
penciler actually draws the book. He's 
the guy who gets the plot from the 
writer and breaks down the page into 
panels. He's the guy who works out the 
composition of each panel. He's the 
guy who then draws what he's worked 
out into each and every panel of each 
and every page. And he does all this 
work in pencil (which is where we get 
the term "penciler" from). 

The inker comes in next. What this 
guy does is turn all this penciled work 
into inked work. With a brush and/or 
a pen he puts ink right on top of the 
penciler's drawings. 

Sometimes the drawings are very 
complete and everything is really 
nailed down precisely. These would be 
called “tight” pencils. Other times the 
drawings are not so complete. They may 
need to be taken just that little extra 
Step to be ready for publication. These 
might be called “loose” pencils. 

In each case it's the inker's job 
to interpret the marks made with a 
pencil and turn them into marks made 
with ink. 

These black-and-white illustrations 
are then scanned into a computer and 
are colored (but you can turn to a 
colorist to find out what they do). 


JOE QUESADA 
CHIEF 


DAN BUCKLEY 
PUBLISHER 


E-MAIL: 
MHEROES@ MARVEL.COM 
MARK E-MAIL 
“OKAY TO PRINT” 


There you have it. All done. 


And that’s one to grow on... Thanks, 
Robert! And now back to the mail: 


Friendly Fellows, 

RE: FNSM 18. 

Geez. Spiders crawling out of the 
toilet while | am using it has always been 
one of my big fears, but | thought that | 
could just keep that to myself. After all, 
it was unlikely to actually happen...and 
who else would think of it and show it 
somewhere that | am likely to see it? 

| will never go to the toilet again. 
Thanks. 


Adrian J. Watts 
Melbourne, Australia 


Dear rest of Australia, 
Sorry. 


Steve Wacker 
New York City 


That’s all the time we have, Spidey 
Gang. You’ve got a busy month ahead 
with a lot to do: 

1) Make sure you run out and catch 
SPIDER-MAN 3 at your local multiplex. 
Its one of those small independent 
films that could really use your help. 

2)Check out FREE COMIC BOOK DAY 
with a brand-new (and very important) 
Spidey story. 

3)Check out both AMAZING and 
SENSATIONAL SPIDER-MAN this month 
for more exciting chapters of Back In 
Black. 


Viva Templar! 
Simperin’ Steve Wacker 


